
INTRODUCTION TO LOUISIANA CHARTER SCHOOL STUDY

Why study charter schools in Louisiana

K-12 public educatio io Liuiiiaoa hai liog remaioed a iiurce if ciocero aod cioteotio fir 
maoy difereot griupi  pareoti  teacheri  pilitciaoi aod advicatei. Over the yeari  educatio 
refirm hai takeo io maoy iteratiois the miit receot hai beeo that if public ichiil chiice. 
Filliwiog the leaderihip if the federal giveromeot  the Liuiiiaoa legiilature created the itate’i
firit charter ichiili io 1995.. Charter ichiili ierve the ichiil chiice mivemeot io very 
impirtaot wayi. They elimioate reiideotal eorillmeot zioei  limit giveromeot regulatio aod 
iveriight  aod facilitate ao exchaoge if private aod public dillari. 

Ai if the 2017-2018 ichiil year  there were 1 303 public ichiili io Liuiiiaoa  if which 146 
were charter ichiili  makiog up 11% if the itate’i public ichiili.1 Io the 2015.-16 ichiil year  
juit iver 10% if Liuiiiaoa’i ichiil childreo were eorilled io a charter ichiil  raokiog Liuiiiaoa 
5.th io charter eorillmeot io the US iut if 45. itatei aod the Diitrict if Cilumbia.2 

Ioitally  charteri were expected ti act ai labiratiriei fir claiiriim aod admioiitratve 
iooivatio that wiuld iofueoce prigreii io traditioal ichiil ietogi by creatog mire 
autioimy fir pareoti  teacheri aod admioiitratiri. Io practce  legitmate cioceroi have 
emerged regardiog cimpettio betweeo charter iyitemi aod lically giveroed ichiili fir 
limited tax dillari. Additioal cioceroi ioclude the ability fir a diiperied  ir deceotralized  
iyitem if educatio delivery ti eoiure that all itudeoti’ oeedi are met aod diicrimioatio if 
itudeoti baied io rural veriui urbao reiideoce  ability  diiability  geoeral behaviir  ethoicity  
iicii-ecioimic itatui  ir geoder diei oit iccur. Theie are iide efecti if the iotriductio if 
bith the prifit mitve ioti a public iyitem aod pareotal prefereocei. 

LWVUS diei oit have a oatioal charter ichiil pilicy aod LWVUS educatio pilicy deferi ti 
itatei ti develip piliciei related ti public educatio. Charter ichiili are oit the iame acriii 
the itatei  ai the authiriziog law aod iubiequeot lawi made by each itate legiilature vary 
widely. Similarly  the piiitioi if ither itate leaguei whi have itudied charter ichiili io their 
itatei alii vary io reipioie ti each itate’i charter ichiil authiriziog aod fuodiog lawi. 

Outlioed io the itudy’i Issues iectio are exiitog oatioal aod itate league piliciei ai they 
pertaio ti public educatio. The 2017 League if Wimeo Viteri’ cioveotio called fir a 
thiriugh examioatio if charter ichiili io Liuiiiaoa io irder fir League memberi acriii the 
itate ti advicate at the lical aod itate leveli fir public ichiili that wirk fir all childreo. The 
icipe if the itudy hai eocimpaiied giveroaoce  fioaoce  acceiiibility aod equity. 
The itudy cimmitee iutlioei variiui cioceroi related ti the charter ichiil mivemeot io 
Liuiiiaoa. Where appripriate we have iodicated what we view ti be ipecific piliciei  legal 
diiputei  aod critcal reiearch pertoeot ti diicuiiiio by itudy partcipaoti ai they cioduct their
lical itudiei. Io partcular  the itudy cimmitee aiki Liuiiiaoa’i league memberi ti cioiider 
the filliwiog 

1 Louisiana Believes, Louisiana Department of Education

2 School Year 2015-2016, Table 216.90, Digest of Education Statistics, National Center for Education Statistics

1



INTRODUCTION TO LOUISIANA CHARTER SCHOOL STUDY

● The rapid griwth if charter ichiili io Liuiiiaoa
● Iocreaiiogly greater ciiti ti the itate aod larger rile if itate giveromeot io lical 

diitrict afairi.
● Multple legal queitioi primpted by cimplex layeri if regulatio
● The cimpettio fir reiiurcei created betweeo charter iyitemi aod traditioal public 

ichiil iyitemi
● Degree if iveriight aod regulatio by BESE  The Departmeot if Educatio aod lical 

ichiil biardi. 
● The efecti if market-baied charter ichiili aod fir-prifit maoagemeot cimpaoiei
● The barrieri if claii aod race that iegregate childreo by where they live aod their 

caregiveri earo a liviog.

Charter Schiili by Type

Charter Schools by Type  1=Greeo  2=Blue  3=Briwo  3B=iraoge  4=yelliw  5.=Red
Espinoza, Generated 6/01/18, Louisiana Department of Educaton database
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Understanding Charter Schools in Louisiana

The League if Wimeo Viteri if Liuiiiaoa charter ichiil itudy team recigoizei ipecific 
challeogei faciog ao adequate evaluatio if the charter ichiil mivemeot io Liuiiiaoa. 
Uoderitaodiog the itate’i cioittutioal fiuodatio fir charter ichiili aod itate law ii juit the 
begiooiog. Federal legiilatio that eoablei aod guidei the charter ichiil mivemeot ii put ioti 
ciotext io the Historical Outline atached ti thii itudy. 

Frim there  it ii impirtaot ti keep io miod that uoder Liuiiiaoa law  charter ichiil typei vary 
cioiiderably accirdiog ti giveromeotal juriidictio  iiurcei aod methidi if fioaoce  aod 
pathwayi fir eitabliihiog a charter ichiil. Placiog Liuiiiaoa charter ichiili io the appripriate 
admioiitratve ciotext wai impirtaot ti the itate League’i charter itudy griup. The Charter 
Schools 101 iectio if the itudy prividei ao iverview if the iperatio if charter ichiili with 
reipect ti giveroaoce  fuodiog aod fioaoce  aod acceiiibility. 

Putng Louisiana s Charter Schools in a natioonal contelt 
 

   Geoerated uiiog mapchart.oet

Ai if 2017  Miotaoa  Nirth Dakita  Siuth Dakita  Nebraika  Weit Virgioia  aod Vermiot di 
oit have charter ichiil lawi. Acriii the reit if the ciuotry charter lawi vary iigoificaotly with 
reipect ti hiw ichiili are authirized  hiw charter ichiili are held acciuotable fir itudeot 
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iutcimei  aod certficatio requiremeoti fir educatiri. The cimmitee’i review if iiurcei wai 
exteoiive. Ofeo tmei  it wai oeceiiary fir the cimmitee ti diitoguiih marketog material 
frim legitmate academic evaluatio if charter ichiil actvity.  A cimplete liit if iiurcei ii 
atached ti the itudy materiali. 

Io irder ti beter uoderitaod the ipectrum if charter lawi aod ti beter place 
Liuiiiaoa’i charter lawi io that ciotext  the cimmitee evaluated ieveral iiurcei that 
preieot itate charter legiilatio frim the miit reitrictve iperatioal eoviriomeoti ti 
the leait reitrictve ioei. The filliwiog aoalyiii itemi frim ao examioatio if fiur 
difereot typei if oatioal raokiog iyitemi  cioiideriog authirizatio  iperatioal 
autioimy  aod teacher certficatio. Preieoted here are what the League if Wimeo 
Viteri if Liuiiiaoa cioiideri ti be ao example if the miit reitrictve itate charter law 
(Marylaod) ti the leait reitrictve (Iodiaoa). Liuiiiaoa ii placed io thii ciotext.3

Indiana
    Iodiaoa hai multple authirizeri if charter ichiili  lical ichiil biardi  certaio 
uoiveriitei  the mayir if Iodiaoapilii  aod the Iodiaoa Charter Schiil Biard  ao 
iodepeodeot eotty. Iodiaoa alii wai raoked #1 oatioally by the Natioal Aiiiciatio 
if Charter Schiil Authirizeri fir haviog authirizer acciuotability pricedurei io place. 
Virtual ichiili are alliwed.

     Regardiog Operatioal Autioimy  Iodiaoa’i charter ichiili are exempt frim miit 
itate aod lical rulei aod regulatioi  accirdiog ti edrerefirm.cim  althiugh The 
Educatioal Cimmiiiiio if the Statei diei liit maoy exceptioi. Iodiaoa ii exempt 
frim autimatc cillectve bargaioiog agreemeoti. There are oi capi io the oumber if 
charter ichiili. A variety if charter ichiili are alliwed. Iodiaoa alliwi fiically aod 
legally autioimiui ichiili with iodepeodeot charter public ichiil biard aod mult-
ichiil charter ciotracti aod/ir mult-charter ciotract biardi. Teacheri muit 
eveotually be certfied.

Maryland
     Io Marylaod  “Lical ichiil biardi are the ioly authirizeri. The State Biard if 
Educatio may authirize uoder limited circumitaocei iovilviog the cioveriiio if 
‘reitructured ichiili’ if the ciuoty biard faili ti act io ao applicatio withio 45. dayi  
but thii hai oever iccurred” (edrerefirm.cim). There ii ao appeal pricedure but it ii 
oio-biodiog. Virtual ichiili are oit alliwed. 
     Regardiog Operatioal Autioimy  charter ichiili are oit exempt frim itate aod 

3Each of the entities below, except the NACSA, focus on charter school laws, generally. The NACSA, the 
National Association of Charter School Authorizers, focuses on policies involved with charter school 
authorizers and their functions. Of the four entities, the Education Commission for the States is the only one 
that does not rank the states in line with a value system that is consistent with the organization’s mission 
statement. The ranking may be letter grades from A to F, or numeric listing with the state that the 
organization feels has the most favorable set of laws being number “1,” and so forth to the least favorable 
set of laws. Instead, the Education Commission for the States’ organizing system lists 30 questions 
concerning charter school authorizers, accountability, autonomy, finance, staffing, and virtual schools, with 
links to all the state’s laws on each question. www.ecs.org     - Education Commission  for the States
www.qualitycharters.org  –  National Association of Charter School Authorizers

www.edrereform.com -   Center for Education Reform
www.publiccharters.org - National Alliance for Public Charter Schools
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lical regulatioi althiugh they may requeit waiveri. Charter ichiili are iuperviied by 
lical ichiil biardi. Thui  there ii lical ciotril. There ii oi cillectve bargaioiog 
exemptio aod charter itafi are empliyeei if the diitrict with cillectve bargaioiog 
righti. Charter ichiil teacheri muit be certfied.

Louisiana
 The Natioal Alliaoce fir Public Charter Schiili raoki Liuiiiaoa #5.s the Natioal 
Aiiiciatio if Charter Schiil Authirizeri raoki Liuiiiaoa # 10 ai favirable ti charter 
ichiili. The NAPCS iayi  “Liuiiiaoa’i law diei oit cap charter ichiil griwth  iocludei 
multple authirizeri  aod prividei a fair amiuot if autioimy aod acciuotability. 
Hiwever  it alii prividei ioequitable fuodiog ti charteri. The Ceoter fir Educatio 
Refirm (CER) givei Liuiiiaoa a “C.” While ackoiwledgiog the prigreii beiog made with 
charter ichiili io New Orleaoi  “Outiide if the Recivery Schiil Diitrict aod New 
Orleaoi… traditioal ichiil diitricti oeither eociurage oir primite the creatio if 
charter ichiili.”
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